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The editor thanks Gary Hess, George Race, Steve Matthews, and Earl Scott for their
contributions of information to this month's newsletter.

Officers :
President: Earl Scott (517) 783-3988
Vice Pres: John Eiler (517) 474-4878
Treasurer: Chuck Furgason (517) 783-1066
Secretary: Stephen Matthews (517) 789-8798

Board Members :
Steven Wellman (517) 782-7261
Daniel Stanton (517) 764-3489
Charles Moore (517) 787-3364

Appointees :
Tech Counselor: Jay Cavender (517) 581-0995
Tech Counselor: Joe Phelan (517) 783-5040
Web Master: Jim Buist (517) 930-2265

Chapter Meetings are held the first
Wednesday of each month at the Sport
Aviation Center unless otherwise published.
Everyone is welcome.  Bring a friend and we’ll
do our best to welcome them. 

Our next regular, chapter meeting will be
Wednesday, October 7, 2009 at 7:30 PM.
The Board of Directors will typically meet one
hour earlier and you are welcome to attend
and listen.

Got a news item to share?  Please call Jim Buist @ (517) 930-2265 with the information.  Or,
better yet, send an email to Jim at jimbuist@yahoo.com
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Board Meeting Summary  – quotes taken from meeting minutes provided by Steve Matthews

The September 2009 Board Meeting took place during the hour before the monthly
membership meeting.  During the meeting,

� Treasurer Chuck Furgason confirmed that, as normal, the chapter “financial
resources are stable and sufficient for near term expenses.  The report was
accepted by voice vote.”

� A Young Eagles event was discussed.  See “Chapter News” and “Upcoming
Events” for more details.

� “The nominating committee (for the upcoming chapter elections) is appointed and
actively querying the membership for candidates for the positions of Secretary
and President.....Earl will collect the names and announce them at the October
meeting with voting the following month.”

Chapter Meeting Summary  – quotes taken from meeting minutes provided by Steve Matthews

The September chapter meeting was held on the normal day and time (first Wednesday
of the month).  Topics included:

� “Fay Bolender reported on the garage sale results, over $600 raised and the
remaining products will be offered in the terminal building.”

� “Ron Leffler offered to give away a covair engine converted for aviation use. The
offer was almost immediately accepted.”

� John Feldvary reported on various airport topics during the meeting.  Please see
the Airport News section for more details.

President's Remarks  – by Earl Scott

We look forward to the Young Eagles flights coming up on Oct. 3rd, with Oct. 4th as a rain
date.  We will need pilots and, of course, planes plus ground support.  This should be a
lot of fun.  The time is 9 to 12.  Let's hope the weather is fine.

For the October meeting, I asked Randy Coller if he could do a small program & he
thinks he can, but I have not yet heard what he might be talking about.  He is always
interesting, though.  I hope to see all of you at the meeting.  - Earl 

Pacer Project Progress
The chapter project is making progress.  Steve Matthews tells us that the Pacer “is fully
primed (green) and is being re-assembled from the inside out.  Key pieces are being
replaced with new (valves, stringers, etc) and everything is being (or has been) cleaned
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and painted.  Once complete it will most
definitely be better than new.”

The plane definitely is looking good.  Here
are a couple pictures the editor took on a
recent visit to the hangar.

General Chapter News
For the latest news, please check the chapter website and contribute in any way
you can, by adding information to our Latest News page.  

� Our upcoming, October meeting will be on Wednesday, October 7, 2009 at 7:30 PM. 

� Steve Matthews tells us that the EAA Chapter 304 Board of Directors has “established
October 3rd for Young Eagles flights. October 4 is a rain day.”  In planning this event,
Steve said, “We hope to have a good idea of the number of kids well enough prior to
October so we can better schedule our pilots.”  To prepare for that, the electronic sign
on the chapter building is advertising the event.  Application forms (for the Young
Eagles) will be available in the work room.

Steve said, “As usual, the membership will be asked to volunteer with the ground work.
The flights will begin at 9:00 AM and end around Noon, if all goes as planned.”  Please
contact one of the Board of Directors or Officers as soon as possible to volunteer in
whatever way you can.  Pilots AND ground crew are needed.

� Nominations are still needed for the offices of Secretary and President, who's terms
expire this year.  Steve Matthews previously announced that he is NOT running for
reelection, so we definitely need a new Secretary.  Please, nominate yourself (or
someone else!) by contacting George Race at (517) 531-4758 or george@mrrace.com,
Bill Meadowcroft at (517) 784-5732), or Jack Snyder at (517) 782-4867.

Airport News
During the September membership meeting, John Feldvary reported on various
Jackson County Airport items including:

All primed and ready for the next step, the
fuselage is coming along nicely.

Cleaning up these pedals took some elbow grease,
but it was well worth the effort.  They look great!
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� MIS jet count was down to 30-35, about half of what it was last year, and
fuel sales were also down by 40%.  Interestingly, Jackson had more
activity than Lansing thanks to JCC and the fact that we are easier to fly
into and out of for weekend pilots.

� Runway 14/32 is complete and property acquisition is under way for the
7/25 extension.

� The west side of the tower was painted white to reduce heat loads during
the summer.

� There is only one hanger available at present, good news for airport
revenue.

� The Jackson Flight Fund will not sponsor the typical hanger dance this
year. In the last 4-5 years over $50,000 was raised for student grants.

� The JCC flight center will be here for at least two more years and has
reduced its aircraft to 4 to better meet local needs and manage costs.

�

Flying Destinations
- Where our members have been flying and where you might want to go!

As a continuation from last month's Oshkosh AirVenture reviews, following is what Gary
Hess had to say about his experiences.

As a family, we started camping at Oshkosh next to our 310 in 1994.  At that time
our son Alex, was 5 and our daughter Abby, 4.  The kids spent most of their time
in a double stroller that first year and logged considerable nap time while we
roamed the grounds.  That year Oshkosh hosted a reunion of the Apollo
astronauts on the 25th anniversary of the moon landing (including Sonny Worden
from Jackson).  

We continued this tradition through 2006.  In 2007 my wife and daughter thought
shopping in Chicago sounded more interesting (go figure!) so Alex and I made
the trip as a twosome.  Our campsite wasn’t quite as tidy but we made the most
of hanging out in the Vintage Aircraft area for the first time. We missed Airventure
in 2008 because we delivered Alex to the Naval Academy for his plebe summer.
This year (2009) the memories of porta-johns, 90 degree temps, and
thunderstorms faded for my wife and daughter, and the four of us reunited to
camp for two nights.

We arrived on Thursday morning just prior to a line of thunderstorms.  We shot
the VOR 27 approach, which enabled us to avoid the “grooves” in runway 36
from the hard landing by the Airbus 380 the day before. Check out:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-iIG1ZOPLJA   if you haven’t seen it already.
The rain stopped about the time we wrapped up breakfast in the Vintage tent, so
we set up our campsite.

I decided to have the 310 judged for the first time and was fortunate (and
surprised) to receive the award for” Outstanding 310” in the contemporary
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division. The plaque they award is very impressive.  And…. I figure when I sell
the airplane I can now recoup about fifty bucks of the 30K invested a few years
ago in the new paint and interior.  Seriously, I’m very grateful for the recognition.

Something else happened at Oshkosh this year that I’m very proud of.  My
daughter had registered to race in the Runway 5K which took place at 7:00 AM
on Saturday morning.  After sleeping on the ground without an air mattress 

Friday night because her parents confiscated the only mattress that didn’t leak,
Abby woke up at 6:15, crawled out of the tent in the midst of rain and wind,
hopped on the bus and made her way over to the Warbird area for the start of the
race.  She finished 82nd out of over 500 runners

We’re empty-nesters now, with both kids off to college.  It’s going to be a
challenge to pull off another family OSH excursion.   I sure hope we can, but
we’ve logged over ten years of memories that will endure.

Safety Item  – by Jim Buist

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES!!!  The question really isn't “if”, but “when”, correct?
Think about this:  You know what to do right now, when you have time to think and
contemplate.  But will you remember what to do AND be prepared to carry out those

Gary Hess and his kids camping & grilling next to
their Cessna 310N at Oshkosh AirVenture 2009.
Gary's wife appears to be behind the camera!

The award Gary Hess recieved for his Cessna
310N.
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procedures when the time comes?

I attended an AOPA Air Safety Foundation seminar about a year ago where the topic of
engine failures during take off was presented.  The presenter told us about a study that
was done at a university in which the “guinea pig” pilots were given engine failures
shortly after lift off.  Astonishingly, the study found that it took the pilots an average of
about 7 seconds to react!  Holy Cow!!!  In that time, a majority of the pilots stalled the
(simulator) aircraft and crashed.

As a continuation of the study, the pilots then reviewed engine out emergency
procedures just prior to taking the runway.  They reviewed exactly what they would do
should the unthinkable happen.  Their first reaction would be to “PUSH”.....meaning,
push the nose down to maintain a safe airspeed.  In this second part to the study, the
participants reduced their average time to react from 7 seconds down to about 2
seconds, giving them a much higher probability of surviving the engine failure.

The conclusion was really a strong suggestion:  Add a line to your checklists at
appropriate places titled “Review Emergency Procedures”.  In the case above, and
something I now do myself, include at the end of the pre-takeoff checklist a review of
engine out procedures.  That way, the procedures are fresh in your mind just in case it
suddenly gets a little quiet!

A friend of mine, who is a former airline pilot, suggested that the above could also be
applied to other phases of flight.  How about adding a “review” item to your checklists
for en route and pre-landing?  En route might include engine failure or just loss of
power.  Pre-landing could include engine problems but also, and probably more likely,
aborted landing procedures.

The idea of all of this is to plan ahead and be ready when the time comes.  Adding
these reviews to your checklists (and using them) could make the difference between a
good and bad outcome.  When the time comes, will you remember what to do?

Upcoming Events
Do you know of any aviation events that you would recommend to our members?
Please pass on any information, including flyers or website addresses (if you
have them), to Jim Buist or any officer so we can add these to our on-line
calendar and the newsletter.

· Saturday, October 3, 2009, 9:00 AM:  Young Eagles Event.  Rain Date is October 4.
Contact any of the officers or board members for more information.  All help is needed
and very welcome!

· Wednesday,October 7, 2009:  Monthly EAA Chapter 304 Meeting

· September 26:  Wood, Fabric and Tailwheels fly-in, Lee Bottom Field, (64I) Hanover IN.
For more information go to:  www.leebottom.com.  Lee Bottom also sponsors “Sinful
Sundays” the second Sunday of June, July, & August.  See their website for more info.


