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This Month’s Contents: 1) Board Meeting Summary, 2) Member’s Profile, 3) General Chapter News, 4) Pacer 
News, 5) Meeting Notes & Speaker, 6) Contributing Writers/Events 
 
1. Board Meeting Notes: The board met at 6:30 PM, June 4.  Everyone was present.  The treasurer’s report 

was received with acclaim because our finances continue in excellent shape thanks to the frugal nature of 
our treasurers (past & present).  The report was accepted. 

 
The Fly-in generated $1,547.27 in profit this year from 456 adults and 52 children.  An average of $3.04 
per person of profit.  Our banners next year will include the words “Public Invited” to help insure folks 
know they are invited and welcome. Our treasure (the magnificent & beneficent Chuck) has developed a 
payment schedule for the club facilities which is posted on our bulletin board.  
The board believes we need one or more members to focus on advertising for the club events and 
increasing membership. Any volunteers for the job? 
 
John E will be gathering estimates of brining in ‘big iron’ for display or rides, the B-17 or Tri-motor.  
More later as we get a better understanding of the economics involved.   
Our first Jackson Flight Fund meeting will be held in September to begin fleshing out the processes 
involved. 
 

2. This month’s profile is Larry Hoffman: “I have lived in the Jackson area all but the first year of my life.  
I am married to a physician and we have three children, One son and two daughters ages 7, 9, & 11.  I 
had a plastic injection molding company (Hoffman Manufacturing) located in Concord for 26 years, but I 
shut it down in 2006 because I was an automotive supplier and that business went to heck. 
 
My late father started flying in the early 1950s when I was a tot.  His first airplane was a Cessna 140 
which I don't remember.  After that he had two Piper Tri-Pacers, a Piper Comanche, a Cessna 206, a 
Mooney Statesman, and then a Mooney 201 that he later sold to me. 
 
I took lessons at Sky-way Aviation on the east side of JXN airport the summer of 1969 and took my 
check ride (and passed) for my Private ticket the day after my 19th birthday in the fall of 69.  I then 
immediately checked out in the Statesman by my dad and started flying that sweet plane.  I talked my 
dad into the Mooney 201 with full IFR instrumentation in about 1975 and worked on my instrument 
rating and got it in that plane. When I started my business in 1980, flying started taking a back seat due to 
a lack of time. I sold the 201 a couple of years later and bought a very early model used Citabria to 
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reduce the cost of flying.  I sold it in about 1988 as I just wasn't flying enough to justify keeping it. My 
active flying career ended then. 
Now I want to get back in the air so I have joined EAA and ordered the first kit available (wings) for 
Van's Aircraft new model RV-12 which is designed as a LSA and I intend to build it E-LSA.  The wing 
kit is scheduled to ship the week of July 7.  My kit is #52 of this new model which went on the market in 
early April this year.  I ordered about 4 days after Van's started taking orders. 
 
I was initially afraid to tell my wife and was trying to come up with the way to break the news when 
Van's acknowledgment of the order came in the mail which Patty (my wife) happened to pick out of the 
mailbox before me.  I am somewhat out of the dog house now”. 
Alas Larry, with age comes wisdom…….never draw on the Lone Ranger or try to fool ‘She who must be 
obeyed!’  Been there, done that. Steve    

 
3. General Chapter News: The August meeting is our traditional picnic dinner with dogs and/or burgers on 

the grill. Food will be simple (American classic) but good and the company always interesting – stories 
galore, some even true! 

 
Kudos to George Race. His FAA airworthiness inspection is scheduled for July 17…We will read all 
about it in next month’s newsletter.  In the meantime, here’s a picture of his wonderful flying machine. 

 
 
 To all of you currently building a project, please tell us about your project’s progress on the chapter 
website.  Your fellow members would love to hear how you are coming along.  That, and other posted 
information, will also help our Newsletter Editor (Steve) find things to include in the monthly newsletter.  
If you have any questions or have any trouble signing in to use that part of the site, call Jim or email him 
at jimbuist@yahoo.com. 

 
4. Pacer Project News: Only a small amount of taping is remaining.  In September we will resume meeting 

from 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM or so, each Thursday and again on Saturday and Sunday mornings to 
work on the project.  We need all the hands we can round up, so please make some time to come by and 
help with the project.  I could use a change in scenery; we need to dilute this bunch of geezers with some 
fresh clean smiling faces.  We will soon be bringing in the fuselage to clean, repair where needed and 
paint. Don’t let the rest of us have all the fun, come on by enjoy the health benefits of manual unpaid 
labor……and air born toxins galore. 

 
5. Meeting Notes & Speaker: At our July meeting, Steve Bell presented his private airstrip directory listing.  

He has cataloged over 551 strips in Michigan on private property that he makes available for a mere $24.  
So popular it’s in its third printing!  If you’re out boring holes in the sky and the dam thing quits it would 
be nice to know where a real landing strip is vs. the closest corn field.  

 
The former crew chief of our T-33 contacted the airport with an inquiry about the condition of ‘his’ 
airplane. Dwaine Howard was the Crew Chief for "old 509" (radio code Smokey 51) for 18 months from 
1964-65. At that time Smokey 51 and Dwaine Howard were stationed at Peterson Field in Colorado 



Springs, Colorado. The T-33 was assigned to Major General Michael Joseph Ingelido, then inspector 
general of the Air Defense Command. 
  
General Ingelido would fly Smokey 51 near the DEW Line in Labrador without identifying himself to 
test the response time of the pilots and jets that were based there in scramble readiness. Smokey 51 was 
the aircraft that transported the actor Jackie Cooper from California to Colorado Springs for the Navy 
Ball in 1965. Dwaine Howard had the distinction of assisting Mr. Cooper from the front of the cockpit. 
Dwaine Howard now lives near Huntsville Alabama and intends to visit Smokey 51 and EAA 304 at our 
August picnic meeting!  Kool!! 

 
6. Contributing Writers/Events: The CanAm Aerobatic Championship (Mid-America) lost most of 

Saturday to weather problems but made up much of the loss on Sunday.  John, Earl, Chuck, Jack & Fay 
worked tirelessly preparing the club and serving lunches on Sat & Sun to pilots and ground crew.  The 
pulled pork sandwiches were quite good this year; yours truly worked the cash register with only a few 
numerical mistakes. Pictures courtesy of George Race….Well done, thank you sir. 

                                  
 
 
 

Saturday, August 30th, 2008 is the date for the 18th Annual Fly/In Cruise/In at Marion Municipal Airport in Marion, 
Indiana.  The action starts early at 7:00am and runs until 2:00pm.  This annual event features antique, classic, 
homebuilt , ultralight and warbird aircraft as well  as vintage cars, trucks, motorcycles, and tractors. An all-you-can-
eat Pancake Breakfast is served,  with all proceeds going to the local Marion High School Marching Band.  Website:  
www.FlyInCruiseIn.com     Ray Johnson - (765)664-2588  
FREE registration !!  Don't miss this exciting event !!  Make your reservations now at the Comfort Suites Hotel.  (765) 
651-1006  -  $55.00 if you tell them you are here for the Fly/In Cruise/In.   FREE barbecue dinner for those who fly in 
early on Friday August 29th, 2008.  FREE transportation to & from Comfort Suites for those who fly in on Friday 
afternoon. 

  


